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ing" situation was by no means promising. Although,
during the whole discussion which led up to the decision to
advance, General Nixon's ability to defeat the enemy in
front of him had never been seriously questioned, there were
at this time important strategical developments taking place.
From reports from the General Staff at the "War Office,
from Egypt and elsewhere General Nixon learned that Turkish
reinforcements were moving from Caucasus, Mosul ("Upper
Mesopotamia), and Syria towards Baghdad. Some of these
reports were vague, others were contradictory, and at Force
Headquarters, which was permanently beset by rumours and
counter-rumours, not much attention was paid to them—
the intelligence of the local situation, the enemy's strength
and dispositions about Ctesiphon, was far too absorbing in
interest. During the first fortnight in November, however,
certain mutually-confirmatory reports were received from
separate sources to the effect that a Turkish Division under
the command of Khalil Pasha, was moving from Bitlis to
Baghdad, and that there were indications of the movement of
troops eastward from Konia and Deir ez Zor.*
On November 16th General Nixon received a report from
the War Office that Khalil's division was reliably reported to
have left Bitlis for Baghdad and that an expedition under
the command of General von der Golz was on its way to
Mesopotamia. On the 19th, General Townshend gained local
intelligence of the arrival of Turkish reinforcements on the
Tigris.
General Nixon, however, remained sceptical on these points.
Similar reports had so often proved unfounded that he had
come to regard them all as a cry of "wolf}>; after all, it
seemed to him quite probable that this particular news was
spread by the enemy to delay his advance. He estimated that
the minimum time required for the transfer of troops from the
Constantinople area to Baghdad was eight weeks; and from
Bitlis, five; he was of opinion, therefore, that Turkish rein-
forcements could not arrive in time to interfere with his
plans for the immediate future. He replied to the War
Office telegram that he had already had the information a
fortnight earlier from his own agents, and that he did not
accept it. We must realise that General Nixon's intelligence
service was considerably hampered by the difficulty of
tapping really reliable sources in a country where the
inhabitants* idea of giving information is to state what
*Fide Map No, 1

